January 2010

Dear United Methodist Brothers and Sisters,

I bring you greetings in God’s name!

My name is Timothe Jacques and I am the Pastor of New Life United Methodist Church in Fort Lauderdale. I am also representing the United Methodist Haitian Churches in the Florida Conference as the Chair of the Conference Committee On Haitian Ministry (CCOHM). It is unfortunate that I have to come to you under such a terrible circumstance. 
The Conference Committee on Haitian Ministry and the Haiti-Florida Covenant are working together with the conference and the districts to try to put together a comprehensive effort throughout the conference to help and support the Haitian people at this tragic moment. 
· First of all, we are asking everyone to pray. We cannot imagine the scenes of the many people that are still under the rubble that are waiting and crying for help. There are many, whether here, in Haiti, or abroad, that are desperate to know about their loved ones, families and friends; but communication is stalled, the logistic means are poor, and therefore, anxiety is running high. 
· Second, we are encouraging people to donate money. Through UMCOR, the United Methodist Committee on Relief, you can give the money that will go directly to support the people. Go to the conference website www.flumc.org and look for “Haiti Emergency UMCOR advance #418325” or visit www.umcor.org and make your contribution there. 
· Third, we are asking you to donate in-kind items. A list is provided for you at the end of this letter. You are encouraged to receive them in your own church facility as long as you have the space and means to keep them. However, there are some drop-off locations throughout the state where you can bring your items. Please see the list below. These collected items will be shipped to Haiti as soon as we are ready to do so. I do not have a date for now as it is still early, but we will continue to communicate as we have more information and details.
We will need volunteers to help pick up the items from the different drop-off sites and pack them together so we can have them ready to ship. If you are willing to help, please send an email to newlifeinhim@att.net. Let us know where you are and how you can help. 
We will also need money to ship the containers to Haiti. The shipping may be quite costly. Therefore, consider donating money to help facilitate that as well. To donate money for shipping, please visit www.mynewlifeumc.org and click on the “donate” button. All of your contributions will be accounted for through the South East District Office and will go towards earthquake relief in Haiti.
We also need churches to make their vans or trucks available to help us with the transporting and collecting of donated items.
Finally, we are also thinking of a team comprised of doctors, nurses, pastors, helpers, and everybody else who are available to go and give a hand to the churches, schools, hospitals and the people of Haiti. These persons will be required to pay their way to Haiti. Again, we do not have a date yet as it is quite early and the airport operation in Port-au-Prince is now closed as we know it so far; but the time to start planning is now. Remember, this is an attempt to bring relief to a suffering people and country devastated by a natural disaster. You can consider this letter/email as an open communication to which you can respond. Any suggestions, please contact us. 
New Life United Methodist Church

1100 N. Andrews Avenue
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33311
newlifeinhim@att.net
(954) 763-2525 or 
(954) 573-3925.

“Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.” 1 Peter 5:7. May God richly bless you and your effort to help! 
Love and Peace,
Pastor Timothe Jacques, Chair
Pastor Thomas Toussaint, Vice-Chair

New Life UMC
Berea UMC

Mrs. Monique St Louis, Secretary/Treasurer
Pastor Larry Rankin, Consultant with COHM
Northwood UMC
Bayshore UMC




List of Items and Drop-Off Stations
· Sugar

· Toiletries/Hygiene items
· Powdered Mild
· Diapers

· Emergency Blankets
Importance

· Tarps

· Rope

· Solar Lantern

· Rechargeable automatic light

· Wax Candles and matches
· Dust Masks

· Work Gloves

· Duct Tape
· Light tools and shovels
· School Supplies

· Safety Goggles

· Cooking Ustensils

It would also be helpful to have several megaphones (Hand-Grip and Shoulder Types)
Please, bring your items to:

1 Fort Pierce Haitian UMC
735 Orange Ave

Fort Pierce, FL 34950

Pastor Joanes Martin

Cell (954) 573-3925

2 Boynton Beach

St. John UMC

3215 N. Seacrest Blvd
Boynton Beach, FL 33305

Pastor Charline Pierre

Cell (561) 201-0780

3 Tampa

Wesley Memorial UMC

6100 Memorial Hwy

Tampa, FL 33615

Pastor Clark Edwards

(813) 886-2536

4 Tampa
Wellspring UMC

10701 Sheldon Rd

Tampa, FL 33626

Pastor Craig Hammond

Phone (813) 926-5006

5 Fort Lauderdale

New Life UMC
1100 N. Andrews Avenue

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33311

Pastor Timothe Jacques

Cell (863) 513-9301

6 Miami

Grace Haitian UMC

6501 N. Miami Avenue

Miami, FL 33105

Pastor Preval Floreal

Cell (786) 587-3239

7 Miami
Shalom Community

900 NE 132 Street

Miami, FL 33161

Pastor Joanem Floreal

Phone (305) 892-9204

8 Homestead

South Dade UMC
28940 SW 152 Avenue
Leisure City, FL 33033

Pastor Montreuil Milord

Cell (305) 962-8496

Fr. Aunel Bellamy

Cell (786) 402-2742

9 Ft Myers/Naples

?

10 Orlando

Philadelphia Baptist Church

800 N. Pine Hills Rd

Orlando, FL 32808

Pastor Jean Carol Bernadin

Cell (407) 297-1128

11 Jacksonville

?
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